
Points to consider for Paper 4 
You have to study!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! No amount of analysis and evaluation will get you a pass without 
knowledge. 

You have 1 hour and 45 minutes.  You will need every second of it.  Write until it hurts. 

You answer only two questions under the American option.  You will know questions 5 and 6, possibly 8.  
You do not know #7, so don’t do it. 

You may know enough to do another question under the European or International options but you 
cannot mix and match.  If you do one under an option you have to do two. 

Watch your timing.  Give yourself enough time to do two questions well. 

Read the question carefully!!!!!!!!!!!!!!  Random unrelated information gets no points.  Analysis and 
evaluation ties the answer to the question. 

Go reread your old strong essays. 

Read the Internet or the text only on topics you have notes or don’t understand. 

Read the themes and subthemes from the website and attached here. 

Don’t think well, I know one subtopic well so that is enough.  Not if they don’t ask it. 

Remember and means address both parts of the question.  It will be a one/one plus one/one answer to 
the question.  “toxic and prolonged” if used with in a quote it is treated as one question not two. 

If it is something the happened “going off the gold standard”  you cannot make it two sided so assess 
will mean most important to least important.  You prioritize the most important reason to the least 
important reason.  This is also common if it asks, “to assess the reasons ”otherwise, it is two sided.  Such 
as:  Assess the reasons Truman won election to the presidency of the United States. 

Try to make your two sided answers with two reasons for each side.  If one is wrong, you can still pass. 

Evaluative judgements are necessary for all paragraphs and a final conclusion about your opinion on the 
correct answer. 

Study facts that will address all the topics under the subtheme.  See themes and subthemes, 1945-1990.  
Look at the subtheme question.  If you follow this advice you will have less to memorize. 

Take time, yes, I mean a big pause, to read the question.  What are they really asking?  This can make 
the difference in doing well by staying linked to the question or writing off topic stuff. 

Try a question even if you are not sure……………you have the time. 

This is your time to shine, don’t give up yet!!!!!!!! 

 
 

 


